PORSCHE 911SC

SPORT CABRIOCLET

A 911 with a canvas top? Don't worry, the first open
Porsche in years offers a wind-in-the-hair experience
you won't find anywhere else

A LONG tima on the drawing board,
the first truly convertibde Porsche for

nearly two decades is now on sale in,

the UK. The last Porsche to bear the
“Cabrislet” lag was the 356, today a
quaint and sought-after collector’s
piece. Aolling off the Stuttgart produc-
ticn ling i strictly limited numbers, the
911 SC Cabrio we test here should
attain classic status mone rapidly, and
for rrore than its mase rarty,

Admirers of the 911 — that unique
and increasingly esoteric product of the
ingvitable conflict between tradition
and techrolegy — have, perhaps for
teo long, been offered onfy a scent of
open-top motoring, courtesy of the
Targa with its remavable roof panel, a
desirable but ultimately frustrating car.
There were planty of “Hallelujahs!”,
howewear, when the Cabrio finally
appeared (albeit some six vears after
the idea had been first mooted] at the
1881 Frankfurt Show, sporting not enly
tha 3.3-fitre Turbo engine but Porsche’s
sansatonal four-wheel-drive system as
el

Unfortunately neither turbocharged
nar AWD,. the production Cabrio is
nevertheless the best news lor the 311
range since the introduction of the
fabulous Turbe. Always one of the
quickest and maost demanding of

supercars, the soft top 911 offers
simply mere sensetions for your
money without compromising the
practicality Synonymous  with  the
model.

The Cabrio is based on the Targa
shell, though the differences betwesn
the two cars are obvious: the Targa's
rall “cage’#s remowed, the réar quarter
panel meditied to house the folded
hoad: thera's a different maunting strip
an tep of the windscraen and the seat-
belt ancher points are set further back_
And because no structural reinforce-
ment was desmed necessary by Pors-

- che's engineers, the Cabrio is actually a

litthe lighter than the Targa (the car it
will eventually supslant), theugh some-
what heavier than the coupé.
Otherwise, the Porsche's mechani-
cal layout makes familiar reading.
changed only in minor detail from the
911 SC coupé we lested in 1980 and
net at all in concept from the first 911
of 18 years ago. The all-alloy flat six
owerslung and driving the rear wheels
throwgh a five-specd gearbex/trans-
axle, the MacPherson strutfsemi-trail-
ing amm torsion bar suspension, the
large ventilated discs at each wheel —
it's a specification from anather ara yet
one which through constant and pains-
taking development still works.




racagnlzable
facia isn't the last
weord in
ergonomics. Lef:
pole position for
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but

Dier 211 SC Cabrio test car boasted
e Sport Equipment’” pack. This
=ronses 3 whale-tail spoderffront air-
=== combination and forged alloy
weesls wearing 205/50 VR 16 Pirelli
== on the front and 2255 at the rear,
Weich hikes the price of the straight SC
oy eround £2,000 to £23,538. Even 50,
= Cabrio Sport sells for only a modest
Seemium over its Targa equivalent
21 834) and at least remains com-
Settve with its major targa-op rivals
S=m Farrarni (the 30B GTS Quattrova-
woie, £28.001) and Lamborghini (the
J=ipa, £26,423), if falling back a little in
= velue stakes against other Supercar
swals like the Lotus Esprit Turbo
£18.596) and the Jaguar XJS5 HE
I£20,639), though neither of these
cars, of course, offers wind-in-the-hair
motering. The Morgan Plus 8
£10,498), on the other hand, most
zenainly does, and is less than half the
poce of the Porsche — bat while un-
goubtedly very fast for the money and
& great deal of fun, we'd hesitate 10

seats don't look much but are both comfortable and suppartive. Right:
s=sianal” rear seats are best for axtra luggage

call it @ supercar.

Porsche's magnificent 2994 cc all-
altoy flat six has changed in no signifi-
cant respect since we st described it
in our 1980 road test. Thus, with its
highish 9.8:1 compression ratio and
Bosch K-Jetronic fued injection, it de-
velops 3 more than respectable 204
bhp (DIN] at 5,900 rpm and 195 Ib ft of
torque at 4,300 rpm. So it's not a
savagely powerful enging. but when
you consider that the compact and
slender-nosed 911 tips the scales at
just 23.2 ewt (most of its similarly
powerful rivals are around 2 ewt
heavigr), its parformance potential be-
comes chear,

Although ne one in his right mind
would attempt to drive the Cabrio flat
out with the hood down, it is a per
fectly feasible exercize with it up; the
hood is so well constructed and effi-
ciently sesled that wind noise, while
obtrusive above 100 mph, never be-
comes intolerabla. Mot even at 147.3
mph, the speed at which the Parsche

lapped Millbrook's high speed bowl
and, incidentally, almost exactly what
its makars claim. In fact. there's little
doubt that the Cabrio would go even
faster on the level, as our 1454 mph
best quarter suggests, That's fast
anough: avan the significantly more
powerful Lamborghini Jalpa was onby
fractionally faster round Millbrook
(147 & mph) and, although we haven't
put a stopwatch on them, it's unkikely
that the Ferrari or Lotus would score
much of an advantage, either. OF the
Porsche’s rivals we've “maxed”, only
the X5 HE (152.4 mph) has broken the
magic 150 mph barrier, but the penalty
of the Jaguar's 300 bhp V12 is felt in
the wallet at the petrol pumps.

When i comes to sprinting ability,
the Cabric moves into the steam
catapult class. lgnoring  Porsche's
curiously  conservative  “'under 7
sec” claim, arid making the best poss-
ible use of the traction afforded by its
rear-mounted engine and those wide,
grippy P7 tyres, the Cabrio snakes off
the line in 8 plume of tyre smoke tc
resach B0 mph in just 5.8 sec, 100 mph

-
in 14.2 sec as it passes the -mile post,
and 120 mph in 23.7 sec. Make no
mistake, only the big league supercars
are notably quicker, and whels the Jalpa
and Esprit Turbo might match or beat
the Cabrio to 60 mph (5.8 and 5.6 sec
respectively), neither car can stay with
it to 100 mph [16.0/15.4 sec).

Without quastion, the Cabria’s 3-litre
flat six is a marvallously polent and
tractable anging. It will accept full thret-
tle from wnder 1000 ravs in fifth yet
rush betwean 80 and 100 mph in less
then 10 seconds in the same Qéar.
Where the engine isn't quite so im-
pressive, however, is in the lower part
of its rev range. The fifth gear 30-50,
40-80 and 50-70 mph times of 8.2, 86
and 9.3 sec respectivaly, far instance,
are respectable but no mateh for the
7.8/6,9/8.1 sec retumed by the Lam-
borghini, Drop down to fourth and the
action is quicker still with thesa particu-
lar 20 mph incremants being disposed
of in a brisk 6.05.9%5.2 sec. But the
Jalpa is quicker again (4.3/4.2/4.3 sec)
and, apart frem the 30-50 mph time, 50
tog is the Esprt Turbo {8.2/5.5/5.2 sec).

S0, while very flexible, the Cabdo
i5 mare sprinter than slogger as de-
finad by the figures. On the road, too.
it"s noticeabie how the car quickens its
step as the revs rise beyond 3,500
Keep your feot planted to the floor and
tha angine will hit the limiter (at 6,700
rpm, 450 into the “red”) all 100 easity,
50 smoothly and freely does it spin,
More imprassive till, theugh, is the
immaculate throttle response, the vel-
vet glove docility around town. The
“homxer’” engine may lack the charisma
of its quad-cam V8 contempararias, but
for precision, punch and lack of fuss, it's
well nigh unbeatable. With the hood
down, of course, s hard, overtly
mechenical character intrudes 38 in no
previous 911, At low réavs, iU's 3 rather
flat, uninteresting sound which none of
aur testers found particularly alluring:
under hard acceleration, however, it
crescandos to a_ high-pitched wail
which suggests a rare sense of
ungency.

Quick though the Cabrio is, thirsty it
is not, Conducted with unabashed en-
thusiasm, our test car returned a very
creditable 20.1 mpg, a consumption
only the slower and lighter Morgan
Plus B (20.8 mpg) betters in our rivals
section. Although our Transflo fuel
metering equipment wasn't compat-
ible with the Porsche's Bosch fuel in-
jection system, we would estimate a
touring consumption of over 24 mpyg,
allowing a range of around 420 miles
on ane 17.6 gallon tankful of 4-star,

With practice, the 911's shorn
gearlever can be sliced through the
narrow gate as fast as the hand can
move, but none of our lesters derived
any pleasure from rushing it, For one
thing, he action is both 2 shade rub-
bary and motchy and, for ancther, the
344 plane isn't particularly well-defined,
wiHch can make across-gate move-
ments a little hit-and-miss. The clutch
takes up the drive progressively, butits
rather heavy, over-cenire action can
make smooth changes difficult to
achieve consistently. At the 6,250 pm
red-ing, the fiest four gears rum to 36,
62, 90 and 114 mph and, with 23.2
mph per 1000 rpm gearing in top, B0
mph rapresents a relaxed 3,450 rpm.

The extent to which Porsche have
wrned chassis theory on its head with
the latest 9113 remains one of modem
motering's most notable achieve-
mants. Sixty-one per cent of the Cab-
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rie’s telal weight is owver the rear
wheels which, in turn, are prone o
undesirable camber changes under
load due to their semitrailing anm sus-
pension. It shouldn't add up, and yet
the Cabric bears witness 10 a tiumph
af development over design —up to a
point, at any rate,

Given the right conditions — a fast,

open senes of curves with a dry and |

oL GO bumpy surface — the Cabiig is
nothing short of sensational. Iis shear
speed, compact dimensions and ease
of all-round vision make a powerful
contribution to its swiftness. The
pennyclipping precision and writhing
feadback of the steering, the unrelant-
ing purchase of the fat P7s on the
Aarmac and their unerring Uraction out
of junctions and tight Barping — it
all makes the 911 almost paralys-
inghy rapid across the ground and a
driving experience of unmatched satis
faction. In such circumstances, even
the car's inherent tendency 10 over-
stear if the throttle is shut mid-bend
can be usaed to tighten a wide line
should a comer be entered too fast:
the resulting change in attitude is cer-
tainly abrupt But, By reliding your grp
on the wheel, steering castor action
alone invariably applies just the right
amount of corrective ook

Foads which are characterised by
more demanding bumps, dips and
crests, howaever, scon begin to pick
holes in the Porsche's handling, pro-
mating a sometlimeas worrying leck of
stability and disconcening front-and
lightness. The car can atill be driven
quicker than most, but tha driver needs
to have his wits abeut him. It's in the
wel, however, that the Cabrio de-
mands most respect. Here, even the
mast skilled and experienced 911
driver can find himself in a dangerous
"Catch 227 situation: il he enters a
gressy bend even a shade too fast the
result can be massive understesr with
the lightly-laden front wheels
ploughing straight on, yet if he kfts off
the il will move out in a pendulous
sweep that, unless extremely quick
and positive steering action s laken,
will span the car, That's the extreme
condition, but it's one that the 911
driver does well to remember,

Around town, the Cabrio rides vary
firmly indeed, though seldom to the
point of being uncomioriable. As the
speed rises, however, things smooth
out considerably, the closely damped
suspension exhibiting fine control and
rounding off most bumps, even sharp-
edged cnes, with ttle vertical disturk-

ance. And speed is certainky somathing
the brakes kill mast effectively. the
four large ventilated discs hauling the
comparatively bght Cabrio down from
even high three-figure velocities with
almest ridiculous ease and authority.
Full rmarks.

The Cabrio is really no more than a
two-seater, but it is feasible 10 carry a
child or small adult in one of the “occa-
sional” rear seats over a short distance
50 long as the front sest passenger is
willing to sacrifice some legroom.
Otherwise, the space behind the front
seats can be used o supplement the
modest luggage space provided by the
shallow boot up frent. As with previous
911's, our testers complained that the
long-travel cluich forced tham to sit
closer to the steering wheel than they
might mormally have done, though
none voiced anything but praise for the
comfortable, supportive seats.

The simple but caringly timmes in-
terior is no different from the 5C
coupd’s balow the waistline — mildhy
ald-fashioned in style with uncertain
ergonomics and instruments which,
although large, plain and clear, sprawl
across the shallow facia in a way that
renders the outer ones partially
obscured by the steering wheel rim.
With the hood erect, there’s the usual
rear three-quarter bliind spot, but vision
to the front and sides is excellent, and
avan the plastic rear screen is clearer
than most of its kind.

Az mantioned earlier, the hood in
avery way lives up to the Porsche
name: it's extremely well made and
completely leak and draught free. Tak-
ing it down i$ a simple three-stage
operation. First, the front edge is de-
tached from the top of the windscreen
by means of latches from inside the
car, Mext, the rear sereen i unzipped
from the mein hood and folded down
behind the rear seats. And finally, from
autside the car, the whaole canopy is
simply folded back and the matching
tonneau cover attached by push studs
and hook straps.

Thus the Cabrio is transformed into
wehat many will regard as the ultimate
rag top, a car which demands total
commitment of some senses to be
driven well — sight, touch, balance,
co-ordination — and rewards others
with the sounds, smells and sensa-
tions that enclosed 811 drivers will
never experence, Even when the air is
chill, the heater is powerful ancugh 1o
kipep thet oocupants comfortable. That,
of course, is typical. Outside Amaerica,
Britain is their biggest export markat.

Not much 1o look at and not casy to work on, Porsche’s 3-litre flat six i
nevertheless, o fabulous powerhousa I ¥
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PORSCHE 911 SPORT CABRIO

PERFORMANCE
WEATHER CONDITIONS
Wind 0-2 mph
Tamperatura B1FMEC
Baromater 28,8 in Hg/1012 mbar
Surface Oy tarmacadanm
MAXIMUM SPEEDS
mph kph

Bonked clrouit  147.3 2370
Best § mile 1484 2388
Terminal Spoads:

at§ mile IotJ 161

at kilometre 200

124
Spe«am |n gears tm;ﬁ.iso rpmj:

50-70 ... 5.2
...... B2
...... 5.4

80-100. ... 62

80-110. ... .. 24

FUEL CONSUMPTION

Crwarall 200 my

14.0 litres 100 km

Gowt tests 33.
mpi (56 mph)
2.1 mpg (75 mph)
Fual gragde 97 ootane
3 4 star rating
Tank capacity  17.6 galls
B litres
Max range® 4% miles
BED ki
Tast distance 1,133 miles
823 km
*Based an 24 mpg touring consumpties
Moior
MNOISE dBA
20 mph B
50 mph T2
0 mgh '.!?
B Pt

*A rating where 1=30 dBA and 100=
dBA, and whera double the num
means double the loudness

tPaak noise lovel under full-throttle
aration in 2nd.

SPEEDOMETER [mph)
o 30 40 50

60 70 EO 90
True mph 28 38 47 ST 66 75 @5
Distance recorder: accurale
WEIGHT oWt k
Unladen weight® 23.2 1.13?9
‘Waight as tested 265 1,365
*with fuel for approx 50 miles
Performance tests carried out by Mator's
staff at the Motor Indu arch
Associntion proving gmund,. mdlay.
Ts!! Dhata: erd'(-' yright reserved. Ne
raproduction n wﬂrﬂe oF part withous|
Mwﬂmrmmn
GENERAL SPECIFICATION
CEHI!?-{%E &, harl 1l np||:c ‘E—USFEW
ylindors arizonta ont Independent by Mas
Capasity 2.8%4cc [182.7 cu inj Pherson struls, longiss
Bora'stroke BE5.0T0AmmS dinal iorsion bars, ante
: (3.74/2.77 in} roll bar
Coaling Air Roar Independant by seme
:I‘;Jg bsm :Im traifing l:;ms. :rrns;iuu
g:""“; : She, por bark torsion bars, anti-rofl bas
m drive h) STEERING
Compression 981 Tl
Fuel system  Bosch E-Jetronic fuel ins L“:?m“w ml::aund e
ocllon
Buoarings #
BRAKES
Max power m hhu ADINgataE 200 Fromnt 11.1 in ventilated discs
Max torque 135 Ib fi (DIN) = 4300 | Rear Al L
;L0 Sarvo NG
TRAN-SMISSION Circuit Split frontirear
Type S-speed manual Foar vabsa Ko :
mmh dia 790, Adjustment  Autematic
Inlernal mm end mpl-ﬂm mm WHEELS/ TYRES
Top L TBE:, Typa Light alin-&, front BJx 18
ath raar TJx1
3rd Tyras Front 206/55 VR 16, rear
2nd 22550 VR 16
'!’;t Prassures /34 psi FR
L
Final drive ELECTRICAL
Battary 12V, 66 Ah
BODY CHASSIS h jati
Construction Al stesl unitary E;?:mrm Eﬁg:u::'r:r. 76 Armp
Fratection Floorpan, zills and wheel | Fuses
arches galvanised; PVC | Headlights
underaeol; 8l eavities | type Hal
tectyl treated; 7-yaar war- dip 10W 1oal
ranty meain T20W toal
Make: Porsche 7
Model: 911 5C Sport Cabriolet
glaker Or Ing h.c. F. Porsche AG, Stuttgant-Zuffenhausen, West
Ermany
UK Concessionaires: Porsche Cars Great Britain Lid, Richfield
Avenue, Head| , Berks RG1 BPH. Tal: (0734) 595411
Prica: £18 plus £1.574.50 Car Tax and £3.070.28 VAT equals
£23,538. ?8 loial
o g
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(£16,800)

possible rivals include the De Tomaso Pantera GTS (£17.840), the Mercedes 500SL (£22,850) and TVR's Tasmin 2.8

HE 911 SC SPORT CABRIOLET £23,539

o

First soft-top Porsche for neardy two
decades, the 911 SC Cabriolet ranks as
gnie of the MOSt iMprassive open cars
ever made, Superb 3itre flat six daliv-
ars storming acceteration and 147 mph
top speed yet returns more than 20
mpg. Tramendous handling becemes
tricky in the wet and ride is very firm
arcund town, but ag a practical day-1o-
day supercar, the Porsche has no
peers, Hood is beautifully made (in
keeping with the excellent general
build], and easy 10 usa.

55

e BT -

Fowrer, bhpirpm
Torque, 1b fuprm 195/4,300
WIGS. 0550 VA 1622550 VA 16
Waigh, cet 32
Max speed. mph 1473
0-80 mph, sa¢ 58
30-80 mph in 21h, 28c ]
Chvarall mpa 201
Tourng maq —
Fuel grada, siars 4
Boat capacity. cu Tl 9.8
TestDate June 4th, 1983
Power, Bhplpm 2a077,000
Targué, Ib TTpm 182/%5,000
Tyres 205145 VR 1622550 VA 16
Waight, cwl 0
TWax spasd, mph 150°
{60 mph. sec 66
050 rph in 10, 6t 58
Cregrall mpg 138
Touning mag =
Fugl grada, slars 4

Bost capacity. cu =
TestDate (Twin tesll  August 26th, 1978

*astimate

Arguably the most beautiful of modam
supercars, the strictly two-seater mid-
engingd 308 GTS uses Ferar's delact
able four-cam 3Hitre VB, Since our tast,
this has scquired fuel injection and a
4valve-per-cylinder head, and should
be, judging from our experience with
the Mondial OV, even faster than the
figures quoted here. [t has the
roadhotding and handling of a true thor-
oughbred combined with a comfort-
able ride. Fuel consumption much im-
proved in OV form.

JAGUAR XJ-S HE.

Soon to be available as a cabriclet
andior with manual transmission and a
six-cylinder engine, Jaguar's magnifi-
cent W12 is currently cffered only with
an automatic gearbow, i which form it
provides an unrivalled blend of per-
formanee and refinement with reason-
able economy. Handling s less spon-
ing than the Porsche’s but ride is more
supple. Mot much freom in the rear for
s0 large a car. but stll ane of the most
desirable high-speed expresses and
besutifully finished.

“Baby” of the two car Lamborghini
range, the targe-top Jalpa's ancestry
rung back to the pretty mid-engined
Urraco of the early '70s. Magnificently
votal 3.5-litre quad-cam V8 delivers
stunning performance on a par with the
Porsche's, albeil less economically
(15.6 mpg). Very safe and ultimately
forgiving handling married o reason-
able ride. He-man gearchange and poor
vigibility not so impressive, but praci-
cality and finish surprisingly good. if not
10 911 standards.

Turbo power promaotes Lotus towards
thi top of the first division in the high-
performance league. Stunning accel-
eration frem smooth and viceless tur-
bo-charged ‘four’, allied to perfect
ratios, strong roadhalding, superb
handling and tireless braking, all add up
to a driver’s car par exceflence, with
good seonomy and a comfortable ride
as icing on the cake. But some Esprit
shorlcomings remain: poor heating,
awikoward visibility, bad pedal layout and
lack of space for tall drivars.

Prowver, BARIEpm 799/5,500
Torque, & Urpm 314/3,000
Tyres 21570 VRS
Winght, Cwl 336
hiax speed, mph 152.4
-6 riph, 58C 75
30-50 miph in k' down, $8¢ 2.8
Cwarall mpg 16.3
Touwing mpg =
Fual grada, stans 4
Boat capacity, cu it ™ 8.4
Test Cate Octobor 17th, 1981
Powar, bhp'ipm ZE0VT, 000
Torgua, Ib ft-pen 2353250
TS 05/55 VR 1 16
Waight, ewt 266
Max speed, mph = 1476
0-60 mph, see 5.8
30-50 mph in 4th, s8c 4.3
Overall mpg e
Taunng mpg —
Fusl grade, siars 4
Boat capacity, cu ft —
Test Date: “Piot published
Fawor, Bhpirpm Z106-6,500
Tomue, b fvrpns Z004-4,500
Twres 195/60 VR 15/235/60 VA 15
Weight, 2w 226
Max speed, mon 752
0-60 rrph, B0 5.6
30-50 rmph In 4th, s8¢ [ ]
Tverallmps B8
Taunng mpg —
Fual grade, siark 4
HBoat capacity, ou it a5
Test Date March 2Eth, 1881
“pstmate
Pownar, bhg'rprn 155/5,250
angua, Ib fimm 1%8/2 500
Tyres Z05/60 VA 15
Waight, cwt 7.3
Faw speed, mph 125°
O-60 mph, s8¢ [
30-50 mph in th, s8¢ 4.1
Croetall mog 208
Taouring mog —
Fuel grada, 5185 4
Eool capacity. ¢u —
Test Date Moy 15th, 1982
*gatinnate

One of the last remaming examples of
a traditional spons car, and certainly
the only ane to approach Parsche per-
formance levels, Huge mid-range and
low end punch from Rowver V8 makes it
quicker on the road than the 060 mph
ume suggests. with vary respecitable
economy. Combination of vintage
chassis and modem low profile tyres
gives tremendous grip on smooth
bends, but steering is heavy and
bumps make life interesting. Five-
speed gearbox is @ joy, classic looks.
Mathing fike it in the right conditions.




